NORUWICH
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It has been an exciting first year for the Norwich
Bat Group and we already have 27 paid-up
members. Activities during 2007 included:

Five exciting bat walks

A bat interpretation stand at the Wild About
Norfolk Event

Two bat related articles written for the
Eastern Evening News

Working with Norwich City Council to erect
bat boxes on trees along Riverside.

Thank you for your help and support!

Wild About Norfolk

We had our first stand at a public event when the group
attended the annual “Wild About Norfolk” event, which
was held at Nottcutts Garden Centre in Norwich on 8
and 9 September.

Mick Finnemore kindly lent the group some display
boards, which were put to good use at the show.
Display materials included text and pictures, and some
leaflets from the Bat Conservation Trust were also
available for interested visitors.

On the day, we spoke to members of the public about
conserving and watching bats, promoted the Group and
made bat hats, bracelets, rings and badges with
children.

There was a good spirit and we had a very good
response from the visitors. We plan to return next year
and possibly other similar events. Thanks to all who
volunteered their time and Mick for his boards.

If anyone would like to volunteer to help with a stand at
events in 2008 please let us know. You don’t need to
know very much about bats, others can provide
expertise, just enthusiasm and a willingness to talk to the
public.
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Bat Walks 2007

After our launch meeting at the Lazar House we walked onto Mousehold Heath towards the Vinegar Pond. A
good number of bats were seen or heard, including both common and soprano pipistrelles and possibly two
species of Myotis bat. The pond itself and the open heath were particularly good foraging areas. Following this
walk we decided to arrange a bat walk for every month and we had our first was Riverside.

Riverside

A small group met at the Adam and Eve before
walking along the riverside walk past Cow Tower.
The weather was a little chilly and the only species
recorded was the soprano pipistrelle, and several
were seen foraging over the river and alongside the
marginal vegetation.

Following our observations of reasonable numbers
of bats, the City Council have arranged for boxes to
be erected on riverside trees, and this was done in
the autumn. It is hoped that we will check these as
part of a bat walk later in 2008.

Lion’s Wood

This was the second walk of the year and we
received a very impressive turnout. This is largely
thanks to the successful advertising campaign
organised by the Friends of Lion's Wood which had
managed to entice a wider group of people.

We were lucky enough to hear three species of bats
on this walk. There were both common and soprano
pipistrelles feeding actively around the trees in the
wood and whilst everyone was eagerly listening to
them, we were excited to hear several noctules fly
above our heads.

As we wandered down to the river with the prospect
of hearing Daubenton’s bats, we heard several more
noctules flying over the houses. Unfortunately, on
this occasion, we didnt come across any
Daubenton’s bats just the odd soprano pipistrelle.
However, we considered this a very successful walk
as we were lucky enough to hear so many different
species of bat flying and feeding in such close
proximity. We may well visit this site again in 2008!
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Marston Marshes

We met on Marston Lane and straight away we
heard a couple of common pipistrelles feeding on
the abundance of insects around the trees. As
everyone’s ears pricked up, those members who
had been present at the previous meetings were
able to tune immediately into the bat activity and one
or two shouts of “it is a common pip” were heard.

Whilst we walked over the slippery marshes, we
heard the odd common pipistrelle making the most
of the abundant insects on this mild night. As we
approached the river one of the group said that they
thought they could hear a different noise on the
detector and on further inspection we realised that
we could not only hear a Daubenton’s bat, but we
could also see it feeding on insects over the river's
surface.

On this occasion, we were lucky enough to hear
common pipistrelles feeding at the same time as the
single Daubenton’s bat. This was incredibly useful
for group members who were learning the
differences between the sounds of the echolocation
calls. This was a very pleasant evening where we
all stood and chatted about bats, whilst listening to
them feeding fervently over the river.

UEA

On the final walk of the year, we set off to the UEA
in the hope of hearing more Daubenton’s bats,
pipistrelles and maybe the odd noctule.
Unfortunately the weather was terrible, but we
braved it nevertheless. We soon realised that the
bats had thought better than coming out in the rain
and we only heard a brave common pipistrelle
foraging over the broad. Maybe we will have better
luck next year! ROLL ON SPRING.... Sam Phillips
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Getting Involved

We are keen for as many people as possible to become involved with the Norwich Bat Group, to help find out
more about these wonderful mammals and to promote their conservation.

Our aims and objectives for 2008:

Setting-up practical conservation projects for bats

Buying detectors for use by the group

Undertaking regular monitoring of bats for the National Bat Monitoring Programme
Continuing to provide positive publicity for bats, through public walks and events

To do this we need more funds, so any ideas or help with getting grants or sponsorship would be much
appreciated. If you have any thoughts or ideas, please contact us by email or telephone:

info@norwichbatgroup.org.uk

Tel: Michelle 07766825638

Training

Five of the Norwich Group took the opportunity of a
weekend away in early November to attend some
training organised by the South Yorkshire Bat
Group. The training was at Witley Court near
Worcester, which is one of England’s great country
houses now looked after by English Heritage. The
Court is a large ruin following a huge fire in 1937
and is home to many species of bat.

We spent a day wandering around the buildings
looking for evidence of bats, with two highlights — the
first going into the cellars to see the hibernating
lesser horseshoe Bats and the second seeing a
small pipistrelle roost at the end of the visitors’
centre at the Court.

Lesser horseshoe bats are rare in Britain and are
confined to Wales, western England and western
Ireland so for us Norfolk folk it was a rare sight.
These bats are one of the smallest British species,
they are about plum size and hang with their wings
wrapped around their bodies, Their frequency call
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differs to most other bat
species in Britain and
instead of the clicks and
slaps we are used to
hearing, the lesser
horseshoe and their close
relatives the greater
horseshoes produce a
warbling sound.

The small pipistrelle roost
was under some timber
cladding outside the new
visitors’ centre. We were

hoping to see them emerge
from the site but the
weather turned quite cold
and they stayed put — or
rather perhaps waited until
we all got fed up and went
away before coming out to
play! Sue Traer

horseshoe bat
thanks to J J Kaczanow for

the photograph©

Greater
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Species Profiles: Daubenton’s bat (Myotis daubento  nii)

Daubenton’s bats, which were seen during the

Marston Marsh walk, are strongly associated with

waterbodies, often flying only a few centimetres over

the surface rather like a hovercraft. They can even

take insects from the water surface, using their feet

or even their tails as a ‘scoop’. The maternity roosts

are typically in humid sites near water, such as

tunnels and bridges, but they also use tree holes

and have been known to breed in bat boxes. During

hibernation Daubenton’s bats hibernate in tunnels,

caves and other underground sites. Usually the bats

occur singly, but small groups or three or four

animals have been found together. Daubenton’s

bats are fairly widespread across the British Isles

and in Europe, they are only absent from northern Daubenton's bat on glove® Thanks to Hugh Clark for the
Scandinavia and the Balkans. The common and photograph
scientific names commemorate the great French

naturalist French Jean Louis Daubenton (1716-

1800)

Upcoming Events 2008

Our first meeting for 2008 is at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 30 January 2008 — a Social Event at the Kett's Tave rn
at the bottom of Kett’s Hill. Look forward to seeing you there.

January
Wed 30" January - Social - Pub meeting Ketts June
Tavern Wed 25" June - Bat walk @ Lion Wood & Carey’s
Meadow
February
July
Wed 30" July - Bat walk @ Catton Park
March
Social - Pub meeting Ketts Tavern August
Wed 27" August - Bat walk @ Mousehold Heath
April
Wed 30" April - Early Bat Walk? September
Wed 24" September - Bat walk @ Whitlingham
May Wild about Norfolk TBC

Wed 14" May - AGM - Location TBC + Speaker
Bat survey training (probably last Saturday of month)

Thank you for your help and support in 2007 and we hope to see you in 2008
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