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Norwich Bat Group in 2010

2010 has been another busy year for the Norwich Bat
Group. Activities have included a sound analysis course;
several events including Wild About Norfolk, The Green
Festival and Wild about the Wensum, about six bat walks
and some bat box checking at Mousehold Heath and
Kelling Heath.

BCT Partner Group

Norwich Bat Group has signed up to be a Partner Group
with the Bat Conservation Trust. For more information
about what this means see:
www.bats.org.uk/pages/review.html.

Winter Program

We are currently putting together the winter program so
please keep an eye on the website
www.norwichbatgroup.org.uk for further details.

2010-2011 Contacts
Chairman Sam Phillips sphillipsuk@yahoo.com

Treasurer:Malcolm Fisher
malcolm.fisher@nationaltrust.org.uk

Secretary Michelle Fielden shellfielden@hotmail.com

Committeemember. Nick Robinson

Committeemember. Catherine Greenhough
catherinegreenhough@hotmail.com

Batrecords records@norwichbatgroup.org.uk

Norwich Bat Group in 2011

We have several things up our sleeves for 2011:
Catherine is slowly organising a small group of bat group
members to assist us in addressing the Actions detailed
in b 2 NJF Bat Jpeids Action Plans and putting a bat
detector and temperature/humidity logger in a
hibernation site at Whitlingham, Norwich. If you have a
particular project or idea that you would like to try out
please let us know.

Volunteers needed

Data Entry Volunteer Do you have some spare time and
basic computer skills? If so we are looking for someone
to continue the computerisation of bat records. The
records are in various forms and include historical
records of bats in old books and journals. The role can
be as involved as you would like to make it. Please
contact Catherine if you are interested. The records will
be sent to Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service and
help us address an Action in b 2 NJ Zfolpdd Bat
Species Action Plan.

Events Volunteers We already have some dates for next
e S| éNdotd and we are always looking for people to
help out ¢ even if you are only able to manage an hour
or two. If you would like to help out please email Sam.
215t May - Wild About the Wensum

26t June - Fairhaven Gardens Green Festival

15t QOctober - 10-4pm Wild About Norfolk at Easton
College.

www.norwichbatgroup.org.uk
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Some More Bat Activity In Norfolk

Norfolk Bat2 2 NJ BI&¢Bn@

On the 13t March 2010 Norfolk and Norwich b I (i dzN
Society (N&NNS) and Norfolk Biodiversity Partnership
(NBP) held the Norfolk Bat 2 2 NJ $BkEn@ at The
Nunnery in Thetford. The aim of the event was to
stimulate communication amongst bat workers in
Norfolk and to update everyone on the latest survey
work and research via a series of presentations and
workshops. In total, 65 delegates attended and feedback
was positive.

A summary of the Meeting has been published in the
latest N&NNS Norfolk Bird & Mammal Report. If you are
not a member of N&NNS but would like to receive a copy
of the Mammal Report please see their website for
details:
www.nnns.org.uk/publications/birdmammal.html.

Given the success of the last meeting another meeting is
planned for February 2011, once again organised by
N&NNS in association with the NBP, and NBIS.

Lots has been happening in the county over the past
year, so we won't be short of interesting material. Dave
Leech dave.leech@bto.org is very keen to hear from
anyone who would like to deliver a presentation at the
2011 meeting, and from any of the 2010 delegates about
what they thought worked and what R A RIgfsQtime
round.

If there is someone you know who might like to come
along please pass on this information and ask them to
contact Dave Leech.

Norfolk Bats and Roadside Mammals Survey
The W T Ay#at of thr Norfolk Bat and Roadside Mammal
Survey has not gone totally to plan The constant rain and
cold temperatures delayed the start of surveys for about
a month and a half. The cold also impacted on surveys
towards the end of September. The upshot of it all is that
the survey will be continued into 2011.

The good news is that the majority of the 2009 data has
been analysed and we have a few more b I { K«
pipistrelle records. As soon as we have had time an
update of the survey will be available at
www.norwichbatgroup.org.uk.

fokhdrK-S Bat FeSuRa

On 12t May 2010 | received a call from a man who had
found a bat on his lunch bag. Expecting the usual
pipistrelle or brown long-eared | opened up the shoe box
and inside was a large bat. | got a little excited because
you R 2 ydBtén get a big bat and upon the initial
examination the bat did not appear to be injured, just a
little scruffy looking with the odd cobweb here and there
and a bald patch on her side. | thanked the man for all
his help and told him L ®dIn touch to let him know how
the bat was getting on. | took the bat home and had
another look ¢ by which point | was a little more excited.

The bat, was a female[ S A aNycRaNdeEleri

Lillythe[ SA &t S NI
showing her
bald patch

This was very exciting because there are few records for
this species - all of which come from bat box checks in
Thetford Forest. This bat had come from Irstead, a small
village in the Norfolk Broads.

Norfolk Biodiversity Awards

In September 2010 Norfolk Biodiversity Partnership held
their annual Community Biodiversity Award ceremony.
This year there were two special awards, one went to
David and Christine Cannon for their work with Wild
About Norfolk. The second award, a W{ LJS!O& ISR
went to our very own Catherine Greenhough for
Ghspirational commitment to bat conservation in
NorfolkQ For more information about the award or to
nominate a group/individual in your local area please
visit www.norfolkbiodiversity.org.
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UK Bat News

Bats and the Law

The legislation protecting bats has been updated a
number of times in the recent past so one can be
forgiven for not knowing whether they are coming or
going. The BCT has a useful webpage summarising the
legislation afforded to bats:
www.bats.org.uk/pages/bats_and the law.html.

Who needs to take particular note of the legislation?
Peoplewho needto know about bat legislationinclude
arboriculturalistsandforesters pestcontrollers
planningofficers,buildingsurveyorsarchitects
propertydevelopersgemolitioncompanies,
buildersandroofers

If you are planning works to your property (e.g. re-
roofing, loft insulation) and you have bats or suspect that
you might have bats please contact your local Natural
England office to arrange a roost visit by one of their
volunteer roost visitors. Also please remember that
home owners can carry out certain works to their

< A oz o v

can also affect bats and their roosts .

New Species of Bat in the UK
In the UK we now have 18 species of bat, of which 17 are
known to breed here.

The 18t species was found this year in woodland in
Ripley, Yorkshire and on the South Downs of Sussex by
researchers led by Professors John Altringham. And
Roger Butlin.

I £ O (bkt & Ssk relative of the whiskered bat M.
mysctacinus which is widespread but relatively
uncommon in the UK. These two species, and the

NJ ybRtivMChaandtii are so similar in appearance that
identification based on appearance alone can be difficult,
even for an expert.

Most of the bats were captured as they entered
underground swarming sites where bats gather to mate
before going into hibernation.
www.news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/8632121.stm and
www.bats.org.uk/news.php/75/new_bat_species found
in_the uk.

M.althacoe

Historical Bat Facts
From Df S| yik Waush History by Edward Jesse
(1887).

Qb AigisK dza,KaRdwherethe weakeyedbat,
With short, shrill shriek, flits by on leathern 6 A Y&
Collins.

W s frobablethat we had formerlya larger breedof bats
in this countrythan we find at present Oneof the work
menemployedn the repairsof Cardinal 2 f & 3adl, i
Hampton CourtPalace,brought me a skeletonof a bat,
which he found at the end of one of the rafters of the
ceiling Theanimal, whenalive, must havebeenaslarge
asapigeon Thehookswereverya (i N2 y 3 Q

Edward goes on to describe how the bat wraps its wings
around it when at rest #s a sort of mantle or cloakQ
Here is sounds like he is describing Horseshoe bats as
Vesper bats (e.g. Myotis, Plecotus Nyctalus,Pipistrellus
Barbastellusand Eptesicuprest with their wings at their
sides. He (Edward) describes how the bats use their
wings as feelers so that the animal can find its way in the
dark. On one occasion Edward was handed two types of
bats collected from a roof of a building in Richmond Park
¢ he believed one of them, which had a wing-span of 15
inches was Vespertilicaltivolans

Vespertilioaltivolanswas mentioned by Gilbert White in
1789, its common name being the great bat. Berkenhout
also in 1789 called it Vespertiliomagnus Today it is
known as noctule Nyctalusnoctula
www.wildlifel.wildlifeinformation.org/s/Omchiropter/ve
spertilionidae/nyctalus/nyctalus_noctula/nyctalus _noctu
la.html.
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International Baf News

2010 -2011 Year of the Bat Gives Wings to World's
Only Flying Mammals

Bats save the farming industry millions of dollars each
year, help sustain the world's forests and, in some
countries, are a major tourist attraction. Bats are
described as 'one of the planet'smostmisunderstoodgnc
persecutednammals . However, bats are now flying out
of the night and into the spotlight for a two-year-long
celebration.

The UNEP-backed 'Year of the Bat' (launched September
2010) will promote conservation, research and education
on the world's only flying mammals.

For more information about the Year of the Bat please
visit www.yearofthebat.org/. They have some amazing
photographs in the gallery and there will shortly be
plenty of bat related activities

AN

Year of the Bat
2011-2012

White-nose Syndrome

If you have been living in a box for the last year you will
have missed all the devastating news that over 1 million
bats in nine states have been killed by a fungus
Geomyceslestructansaka white-nose syndrome.

This fungus has also been identified on a number of bats
in Europe, but unlike the in the US, has not been linked
with mass mortalities. The Bat Conservation Trust has
recently published guidelines for bat workers which
provide information about white nose syndrome. It is
very informative. Guidelines can be downloaded from
their webpage www.bats.org.uk/pages/about bats-
white-nose_syndrome-586.html.

Bats with Whlte-nose syndrome in an American
hibernacula

White-nose Syndrome Surveillance in the UK
Whit-nose syndrome has not been found in the UK but
the BCT has recently published some guidelines for
people who visit underground hibernation sites. The
guidelines can be downloaded at
www.bats.org.uk/pages/about bats-white-

nose syndrome-586.html.

Bats In Captivity ¢ Volume 2
A new book on bat rehabilitation is available from:

www.logos-
press.com/books/bats in captivity aspects of rehabilit

ation.php from $67.95.

i

Volume 2: Aspects of Rehabilitation

Joke Spot
Q. Why don't bats live alone?
A. They prefer to hang out with their friends!

www.norwichbatgroup.org.uk
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Sound Analysis

Call Identification

Can you identify the following call? It was recorded on a
time expansion bat detector. You would typically find
this bat flying within mature woodland with streams.

-90dB -70dB -50dB -30dE -10dB

Spectrogram, FFT size 512, Hanning window.
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The bat call featured in the last issue was a common
pipistrelle Pipistrellupipistrellus

Equipment

Norwich Bat Group has three Magenta Bat4 bat
detectors that are available to borrow. NBIS also has
three Magenta Bat4 detectors that are also available to
borrow - If you would like to use these detectors please
contact Martin Horlock (email nbis@norfolk.gov.uk or
Tel: 01603 224458).

Ladder All being well Norwich Bat Group will shortly own
a 4 m ladder. We would like to say a big thank you to
Natural England for buying this for us. This ladder is
available for use putting up and/or checking bat boxes. If
you would like to borrow it please contact Sam.

Amnesty If you are in possession of our fourth Bat4 bat
detector please could you let us know!

Sound Analysis
If you would like help identifying bat echolocation calls
email your file to Catherine.

and Bat Records

Training Workshops
At the time of printing the following workshops have
been planned:

Introduction to Analook The first of this & S I WidDe&
workshops will be Yhtroductionto ! y I £ Beld dnQhe
15t January 2011 at Spooner Row. Places are limited to
eight so please book early (email Catherine). Please bring
a laptop with you and a packed lunch.

Tea/coffee/biscuits will be provided (donations
welcome). Following the course you will be provided
with a CD containing calls (courtesy of NBIS) for you to
analyse. The records will then be passed onto NBIS and
add to our understanding of bats north of Norwich. If
more than eight people want to come along Catherine
will run another course later in the year.

Sound Analysis (National Bat and Roadside Mammal
Survey) This one day workshop will be held in January
(date TBC). The workshop is aimed at people wishing to
learn about sound analysis and identify calls recorded
during the Norfolk Bat and Roadside Mammal Survey. Dr.
Jon Russ, from the Bat Conservation Trust will deliver the
course. Following the course you will be provided with a
CD containing 1-2 transects worth of data for you to
analyse and return. For more information or to book a
place (limited to ~10 people) please keep an eye on our
website where the date and times will be announced.

Bat Records
Its come to the end of the bat season so now is the
perfect time to send vyour bat records to
records@norwichbatgroup.org.uk. These records will in
turn be sent on to Norfolk Biodiversity Information
Service (NBIS).

Final Words

As the bats settle down for winter we can start planning
all the exciting things for 2011. Keep an eye on the
website for up to date information on walks and
workshops (emails will be sent around too).

In the mean time happy hibernation and see you all at
the next winter meeting.

Best wishes

NorwichBat Group

www.norwichbatgroup.org.uk
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